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" eternal hills," and the deepest ocean depths grow
Into being and pass gradually away, as surely, and,
compared with eternity, as quickly, as the gorgeous
butterfly. Astronomy has taught us how the broad
earth itself had once no individuality, and how, as
soon as it began to be, it entered also on a progress of
becoming, of continual change, which will never end
till it has ceased to be. But the peoples of the West
have inherited a belief in spirits inside their bodies,
and in other spirits, good and evil, outside them-
selves, and to these spirits they attribute an individu-
ality without change, a being without becoming, a
beginning without an end. The Buddhists, like
them, inherited from the Animism (the spirit theo-
ries) of their remote ancestors the belief in the exist-
ence of these external spirits. But the belief (which
is not necessarily false because it is derived from the
Animism of the savage) has not constituted in their
minds any exception to the great Law of Imperman-
ence,* the most important of the conceptions which
underlie the Buddhist religion.

Buddhism goes even further, and says that all
those subtle and excellent qualities, emotions, senti-
ments, and desires which make up the noblest life of
man (and are now often referred to as " soul" ) are
really discouraged and hindered by this belief in the

* In Pali, Aniccam, see p. 43.